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USE OF TERRESTRIAL VERTEBRATES OF ME::(I;CE% FACTS,
FIGURES, HIGHLIGHTS AND CHALLE

Pérez-Gil R, & Jaramillo-Monroy F.
FAUNAM A.C., FAUNAM, Mexico.

Corresponding author: Ramén Pérez Gil Salcido.
E-mail: pg?faunam@yahoo.com.mx
Keywords: traditional knowledge, value, sustainability, use of wildlife, psychological
aspects

s has a long tradition, not only in the

An interest in the knowledge of vertebrate
to the present.

universal culture but also in regional and local cultures from antiquity
Vertebrates usually have a significant role in the economic, environmental, and

psychological aspects of individuals in rural societies. The economic importance of
wild vertebrates in Mexico is a topic deserving more study. Their economic value is
not limited to its monetary benefits. We present four classifications of the uses and
activities that involve elements of wildlife and also the values and types of importance
that are conferred and recognized in wild species of vertebrates. We then present an
assessment of the families of vertebrates present in Mexico. Under the large umbrella
of economic importance, we present some facts and figures of the different uses of
wildlife species and the implications of some of these uses or activities. We also
address the problems associated with the various modes of use of terrestrial
vertebrates in Mexico, both those factors that affect the use and the effects of those
uses. Legal matters are treated separately. In the final section, we discuss the

economic determinants that affect the nature of the exploitation or forms of interaction
with wildlife. We provide some elements to better understand the degree of
sustainability of the different uses of wildlife and share our perception on the
sustainability (in light of sustainable use premises) of current modes of use and future
uses reflected by certain activities. We close by presenting our thesis and
perspectives about the use of wildlife in Mexico and outlining recommendations for
the continuity of efforts such as the one we had the opportunity to undertake. Our
information is based on 300 hunters who responded to our surveys and hundreds of
other huntersf, farmers, street ven.do.rs, commercial establishments, service providers,
and others with a knowledge of wildlife.
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- PERSPECTIVES FOR SUSTAINABLE WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT IN
4 MEXICO: CRITICAL ISSUES TO CONSIDER

Pérez-Gil R. & Jaramillo-Monroy F.

FAUNAM A.C., FAUNAM, Mexico.

Correspondlnq author: Ramén Pérez Gil Salcido.
E-mail: Pg7faunam@yahoo.com.mx
3 Key\\(ords: regulations on wildlife

: : Population, coordination within subsectors,
historical uses, public policies, cost benefit analysis

programs, agencies and needs nationwide. The imbalance is dramatic because
budget cuts have been extreme. Also, the issue
subsectors (forestry, tourism, agriculture, cattle ranching, water and health and
‘Others) as well as the integration with organisations, responsibilities, programs and
organizational charts, which have been hurdles in the proper administration of game
and nongame species. A major international issue refers to the nontariff barriers to
mport and export wildlife and wildlife-related products, bans, and the interpretation of
ternational trends and agreements. Another critical issue is the vertical congruence
Ind horizontal coherence, from international conventions and treaties signed and
hternational standards down to national and even local regulations and cross-cutting
limensions within national organizations and programs. Of utmost need is the training
Ind development opportunities for wildlife professionals. An issue particularly relevant
Mexico is the need for a radical change in perceptions and attitudes towards
lildiife and the use of wildlife in particular, communications and public outreach and
ensibility to vindicate (reclaim and reinstate) its historical uses, values and
Nportance based on Mexico's cultural heritage. Finally we believe that the
Bcognition of Mexico’s diversity and heterogeneity in capacities, Capabilities and
Bsources is essential and hence the importance of launching innovative
“engthening and development strategies for a new initiative of public policies and
¥Pproaches (incorporating lessons learned and policy updating).

123




